Junior and Senior Company Members:

Competitive Dance Team Information Package
About:

The Competitive programs are offered for the more serious dance student. Involvement in this program requires a try-out audition which will take place September 17, 2010 from 6-7pm. (Please see below for audition requirements and grading.) This is a commitment for students taking 2-4 hrs per week depending on age. The team will travel to at least one competitive competition, as well as perform in local events, parades, and Franklin Park Performing Arts Centers Performances. Commitment in this program substantially enhances the student’s dance skills, technique and confidence. The Combination of team involvement, social interaction, travel and weekly practice sessions that will be assigned when approaching an event also creates an enjoyable and rewarding experience for all students involved. We highly recommend students participate in summer camps and classes, as well as master classes being offered. 

Audition Requirements:

Dress: Black Leotard/Tan Tights, Black Slip on Jazz shoes

· This is combined grading 1-Lowest-10 Highest Percentage

Leaps: Side Leaps-Right Leap-Left Leap, Switch Leap, Surprise Leap 
· This is combined grading 1-Lowest 10-Highest Percentage

Turns: Pirouettes: Single, Double, Triple

· This is combined grading 1-Lowest-10 Highest Percentage 

Jumps: Jazz Jump, Barrel Turn, Firebird, Attitude Leap

· This is combined grading 1-Lowest-10 Highest Percentage 

Acrobatics/Tumbling- (Optional) - Show the judges any type of acrobatic movement that might enhance your grading :(cartwheel, walkovers, round off, flips) 
· This is combined grading 1-Lowest-10 Highest Percentage 

Splits: Right, Left, Center

· This is combined grading 1-Lowest-10 Highest Percentage 

Forte’s- Single, Double, Triple, More than triple, please end and start with pirouette’s

· This is combined grading 1-Lowest-10 Highest Percentage 

Highest percentage student can obtain = 70% - We will only take students with 50% or higher ability. If you don’t make the team this year we will have try outs again in January, or if a teammate fails to commit, we will eliminate him/her from the team.

Required Hours for the 2010-2011 Season
All Company members must participate in at least 2 hrs hours a week of any combination of ballet, tap, jazz, modern, pom, hip hop classes.  In addition, members must be enrolled in a Broadway style class. In addition to the 2 hours a week, members will also be asked to come to scheduled Friday evening classes (see the Fall 2010/Spring 2011 dance schedule) during certain months to practice for upcoming events, performances, and/or competitions. A schedule will be given out at least two weeks in advance so you can let the instructor know of any other commitments or absences you may have during the times of scheduled practices.
Fees:
Monthly Tuition or Trimester payment for regular scheduled classes (2 hrs a week Minimum)

Costumes: Fees TBA. Some Costumes will be bought; others will be rentals. If your costumes is rented you are responsible for taking care of it. If it is damaged you will be charged a $75.00 replacement fee for the costume. If your costume is bought, you are responsible for full payment of all costumes which includes tights, but excludes shoes. Dancers keep costumes at the end of the dance session. 

Footloose Jacket: Dancers will have a choice between different designs.  Each dancer must own a jacket. We are a team so we must look like a team. If you have not already purchased a jacket, the jacket is $55.00 with a $5.00 extra fee for an embroidered name. Warm up pants are optional this year. However, we do ask that if you do not have warm up pants, please wear plain black pull on pants with your jacket. 

Competition and Performance Fees:
Pricing varies from competition to competition. Exact fees TBA

-Competition Approx: $30.00 per routine per dancer

-Performance Fee at (FPPAC) Approx: $40.00 per Show 

Travel: We will be car pooling to local events and competitions. If you would like to be a driver, please notify the instructor before the event scheduled. 

Scheduled Events Attending and Required:

October: Homecoming Parade TBA

December: Christmas Parade TBA

February Dress Rehearsals 17 & 18, Performances 19th and 20th: 

March-May: Competition TBA

June: Recital TBA

Other events will be added but these are all the events scheduled as of right now that we know about, this schedule may be altered if other events arise.

Dress Code:
A dress code creates an environment of equality, uniformity, discipline, and consistency. It also allows the teacher to easily view the dancer’s body for proper alignment. Strict Ballet dress code will also be enforced ensuring a professional level of conduct in all Ballet classes. 

Dress code is as follows:

· All Students must wear a Black Bodysuit (leotard)
· little or no color is permitted, 
· tights (pink, tan)

· tight fitted shorts may be worn (spandex).
All Students need to invest in proper footwear:

· Tan 1 to 1.5 inch Character Shoes

· Black oxford tap shoes

· Black Slip on Jazz Shoes

General Summary of what types of dances the Company will perform:

All Broadway styles of dance, as well as pom, hip hop, and modern - our main focus is what we will be competing in when we go to competition. Students will also be assigned to learn Ballet, Jazz, Modern Jazz Contemporary, Hip Hop and Tap for the Performances that we do at Franklin Park Visual Arts Center.

Absence:

An absence request form must be completed and approved at least 24 hrs in advance in order to be excused from practices and rehearsals. Absences will be approved 2 weeks prior to competition or performances. Only 6 absences are permitted the entire season, not including illness. If a dancer is sick or injured, a parent must notify the office at the earliest opportunity. Dancers are required to stay home and recover. Your instructor will notify you if a private lesson is required before coming back to class. If a student is injured or sick for more than 2 weeks, they will be excused from the team in order to heal properly.
Classroom Etiquette:

· Be respectful to your instructors and classmates. No talking back, no bad attitudes, and always listen when the teacher is talking.

· Give 100% in the classroom at all times

· Always be on time

· Try to go to the restroom in between classes

· No chewing gum

· Always stand unless asked to sit

· Always be gracious and polite when corrections are given and quickly apply them 

· Call the Office when you are sick or injured to notify us that you’ll be missing class.

· Come prepared to class, if you forget your shoes more than once you will be asked to sit out, so that you do not injure yourself or others around you.

· NO CELLPHONE USE PERMITTED IN BUILDING OR DURING CLASS 

Image:

Team members will behave in an appropriate, professional manner at all times, weather it is at the studio or at special events in the community where they will be representing Footloose Dance and Fitness. This includes being respectful to other studios and their students and never taking a negative attitude with fellow dancers, parents or teachers or speaking negatively about them. *Inappropriate behavior in the classroom or outside could result in dismissal from the program.*

Other requirements and expectations:

· Students are expected to keep at least a C+ average at school to remain on the team. Parents have a right to let the instructor know that they must be pulled from the team due to lack of commitment to school.

· Students will be expected to be at every fundraiser event. This will cut down on costs for costumes as well as performance and competition fees. Some of these fundraisers include: Spring Car Wash, Bake Sale, and Yard Sale.

· Students should be prepared: January – June are going to be the busiest time for practicing and rehearsing for performances and competitions.

Parents expectations:
· Parents we would like you to help us with costuming, makeup, and volunteering to be drivers for competitions and performances. 

· Parents we would also like your help with fundraising and brainstorming on cutting costs for performances, costumes and competition fees.

· We will hold a parent and student meeting (TBD) with all the company members as soon as we get signed commitment sheets from those that are planning on joining the team.
Thank you so much for being a part of the Footloose Family.  Please feel free to e-mail or call me with any other comments or questions.  I look forward to working with all of you in the upcoming 2010-2011 year.
Owner/Director: Cassie Ludtke

Please sign below, date, and return to Ms. Cassie if you would like to attend the audition for the Jr/Sr Company:
I  _______________________________________would like to audition for the Jr./Sr. 



Name

Competitive Company on September 17, 2010 from 6-7pm.  _____________________________









Today’s Date
